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RECOMMENDED that: 
 
A Licensing Committee approve the proposed compliance standard document 

for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicle inspections attached at 
Appendix 3. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 provides for 

licensing of Hackney Carriages and Private Hire vehicles by local authorities, 
including determination of whether they are safe, mechanically sound and 
suitable for use for conveying members of the public. 
 

2. The Council requires that vehicles are tested and examined at a designated 
testing station appointed by a competitive tender process. 
 

3. To this end Harlow Council provides bidders with compliance standards 
which vehicles are expected to meet before a licence can be issued. 
 

4. The testing station contract is to be renewed in April 2015 and it is intended 
that the tender process will begin in late January 2015.  
 

5. The Licensing Team have reviewedthe documentused in tendering the 
current contract, shown at Appendix 1, and have identified a number of 
amendments to improve transparency and comprehensiveness.Certain 
vehicle requirements were previously contained only in the Council’s Scheme 
for Licensing of Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehiclesshown at 
Appendix 2. 
 

6. The relevant vehicle requirements from Appendix 2 and a revised version of 
Appendix 1 have now been drawn together to provide an updated vehicle 



compliance standard. The proposed document is at Appendix 3 
 
PROPOSALS 

7. The proposed document aims to consolidate all matters currently forming the 
compliance standard. In practice there are no substantive changes to the 
standard currently in use: however the consolidated document will better 
inform those businesses interested in submitting a tender for provision of test 
station services of the Council’s requirements.  
 

8. The documentwill be made available on the Council’s website and so will be 
available to all interested parties. This will assist transparency, ensuring that 
drivers can readily see the standard against which their vehicles will be 
tested. 
 

IMPLICATIONS 
 
Regeneration (includes Sustainability) 

None specific. 

Author: Graeme Bloomer, Head of Regeneration 

 

Finance (Includes ICT) 
None specific. 

Author: Simon Freeman, Head of Finance  
 
Housing 

None specific. 

Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing 

 
Community Wellbeing (includes Equalities and Social Inclusion) 
 

Clarifying and publishing standards is expected to assist in the administration of 
licensing functions 
Author:  Michael Pitt Environment and Licensing Manager forGraham 
Branchett Chief Operating Officer 
 
Governance (includes HR) 
An approved compliance standard document for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
vehicle inspections is necessary to improve the quality and safety of licensed 
vehicles within the district and ultimately to ensure suitability of the vehicles for their 
intended use.  By agreeing a compliance standard for Hackney Carriage and 
Private Hire vehicles, the Council will ultimately reduce the risk of safety and injury 
to the public and therefore will minimise the risk of challenge to the Council” 
 
Author: Dimple Roopchand, Assistant Solicitor on behalf of Brian Keane, 
Interim Head of Governance 
 


